
September 2016 

I hope you have had a great summer and you are now ready to embrace the new 

challenges and approaches to learning that Year 5 has to offer and I am sure you will all 

be very successful. I am extremely excited about our trip to the Pioneer Centre and I 

hope you are too!  I am looking forward to being able to get to know you better and 

working together so that we  have a very exciting and productive year. Mrs Parkes 

 
LOOK OUT FOR IMPORTANT TRIP INFORMATION!!! 

 
The Year 5 curriculum builds upon and extends the experiences that children have had in year 4. In 
maths there is a huge focus on number and arithmetic. Pupils will have the opportunity to use lots of 
different methods to support calculation. This term our main topic is Ancient Greece which will also 
link with our literacy unit myths and legends. We will be creating self-portraits for our hall display, 

which will help us to make some Greek theatre masks as the term goes on. We will be studying 
materials and their properties in science providing lots of opportunities for practical investigations and 

in geography we will be focussing on Europe. Swimming and netball will be our first PE units this 
term. 

Reading 
Your child will be given a book and a reading diary to bring home and read on a daily basis. The 
children will also have lots of opportunities to read and enjoy books throughout the week at school. It 
is important children read aloud to an adult at home to develop their expression and fluency. Any 
questions you can ask your child as they are reading will help to develop their comprehension skills.  
Reading diaries are checked on Mondays . We are going to be reading Cliff-hanger by Jacqueline 
Wilson as our first class text, which gives us lots to relate to and discuss about our own trip to an 
activity centre. Later on in the autumn term we will read Kensuke’s Kingdom, an exciting adventure 
story and look at the classic narrative poem The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. 

Spelling and Homework 
Your child will have weekly spellings to learn; they will be given out on a Wednesday and tested on 

a Monday each week. Homework will be given out on a Friday and be due in the following 

Thursday and will be based on a range of subjects across the curriculum. Please feel free to help your 
child to complete their homework and make relevant comments to support their learning. 

 
 
 

General Reminders… 

 

 PE: Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day and that all items are clearly 
labelled. We will be swimming before half term. 

 Please could you remind your child to bring their reading book, diary and spelling logbook into 

school every day. Spelling log books need to be signed and will be checked on Mondays. 
 Children should be practising their spellings and times tables at home each week. 

 Please sign your child’s diary and make a brief comment as they can earn house points if they 
have been reading regularly at home. Spelling log books need to be signed and will be checked 

on Mondays. 
 If you would like to be a mystery reader please let me know or contact the school office. 

 If any parents or carers could give up their time for a half term to listen to readers please let me 
know. 

 I would really appreciate it if you could let me know your child’s arrangements at the end of the 
school day if they are not being collected. 

Swimming will start next week along with our reading, spelling and homework routines. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see me either before or after school if you have any questions or 
queries. 



 

Please find attached the medical consent form for the Pioneer centre trip. Please can 

this be completed and returned to me by Friday 9th September 2016. It is vital I have 

this medical/dietary information as soon as possible to pass on to the Pioneer Centre. 

I will be sending out a letter with more information next week. 

 

It is not too late, please come and speak to me if you are still unsure. 

 
Should any of your details change please remember to inform the school office. 

 

 

Many thanks 

 

Mrs Parkes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


